
Meetings 

At this time all meetings are on hold.  We will reevaluate at the end of the 

year.  The quarterly meetings may or may not resume at that time. 
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HAPPY HOLIDAYS 

 
The 2020 holidays will be unusual because the holiday season is a 
time of  large gatherings—family, coworkers, friends and groups.  
This year the gatherings will be smaller and many gatherings will be 
skipped —hoping that the pandemic will be controlled next year. 
   Usually genealogists are encouraged to gather information, cur-
rent and past family history, from the people as they gather.  This 
year it will take more of  an effort.  Telephone calls, texting, sharing 
pictures, and online research will have to be utilized.  One can also 
organize the information that you already have collected. 
   The Edgar County Genealogy Library is opened only limited 
hours, but you can submit queries by phone, email, or mail.  You 
can use the library  in person by making an appointment. 

From Paris Daily Beacon,. Paris, IL, Monday, April 6, 1891, page 2 

NOTICE 

Cows must not run at large until May 1st, instead of April 1st as heretofore 

announced. 



Membership: 

Individual $25 annually 

Single Life $150 

Annual Year: July 1 - June 30 

 

Newsletter published: 

August, November, 

February, May 

Each membership receives 

one volume (four issues) of 

the Newsletter annually. 

  

Fees received after March 1st 

will be applied to the coming 

year, unless you state other-

wise on membership applica-

tion. 

 

Meetings 

 

The Society presents four 

programs yearly, including 

the Annual Business Meeting 

in June. Those are announced 

in the Newsletter, the Prairie 

Press, on our website and 

Facebook pages. 

 

 

 

 

Queries:  

Each member is entitled to at 

least one query published 

annually in the Newsletter, 

more as space permits.  

Non-Members are charged 

$2 per query. 

Please limit each query to 10 

typed lines, including your 

name and address. A query 

should provide at least 3 

items: name(s), date(s) and 

location(s). 

 

 

Address Changes: 

If your address is changing for 

any reason (moving or 911 ad-

dress change) ECGS must be 

notified. We ARE NOT respon-

sible for lost copies of the 

Newsletter. Replacement cost is 

$3 per issue. 

 

 

 

 

ILLINOIS STATE 

  Genealogical Society 

  #361R27 

Founded in 1984 

Society Information 

The Society 

welcomes Ancestor 

Charts from ECGS 

members for 

publication. Charts 

must be typed or 

clearly printed on 

8 1/2” X 11” 

paper. A letter, 

signed and dated 

by the submitter 

must be included 

with the charts, 

giving permission 

to ECGS to publish 

the charts in the 

next available 

Newsletter issue. 

    After publication 

all charts will be 

placed in the files 

of the Genealogy 

Library for 

reference by other 

family researchers. 

Please be sure to 

include your name, 

address (snail and 

email) and current 

date on each chart. 
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Society Officers 2019-

2020 

President 

     Judy Cash 

Vice President 

     Jenny Barkley 

Program Chair 

 

Secretary 

     Teresa Pennington 

Treasurer  

     Monica Brunelle 

Newsletter Editor 

     Monica Brunelle 

Director  

     Phyllis Sutton 

Webmaster  

     Teresa Pennington 

 
 

 

ECGS Meeting 
   No meeting was held in June or September, because of  the Covid-19 pan-
demic,  The next meeting is not scheduled at this time.  At this time it is 
probably going in March, 2021.  Check the website or Facebook page. 

 
THANK YOU—- David NEAL 

For your service to the Society as Treasurer and active member. 

 
EDYTHE STEPHENS FAMILY HISTORY AWARD 

      The Edgar Country Genealogical Society announced in September that two members  
were honored to receive the Edythe Stephens Family History this year.  Linda Cary was 
honored for her 30 years of service in the society.  She was a librarian, past newsletter 
editor, library director, indexed scrapbooks, and spent many, many hours on the ceme-
tery records—both in gathering the information in the cemeteries and setting up the 
books.  She recently retired from the library in 2019.   
   Monica Brunelle was recognized for her work at the library in the last 5 years as a li-
brarian, researcher, and more recently as newsletter editor.  In July, 2020, she became 
Treasurer when David Neal resigned.  Jenny Barkley, last year’s recipient, presented to 
Linda Cary, and Joy VanMeter presented to Monica Brunelle on the grounds of the 
Edgar County Historical Society on a beautiful fall day in September. 

 



 
 
 

Edgar County Genealogy Library 

408 N Main 
Paris, IL 61944-1549 
 
217-463-4209 
 
Hours: 
Temporarlly closed 
 
Closed all holidays 
 
Call for appoint-
ments during off 
hours or during 
inclement weather 
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  LIBRARY CLOSED - Temporarily 
The Edgar Count Genealogy Library is currently closed except 
by appointment, because the coronavirus quarantine is in effect 
in Illinois and Indiana.   Appointments can be made by 
phone—leave a message— or email  at  
ecgl@edgarcountygeneaogy.org or by regular mail.  Remember 
the phone, email, and mail are only checked once a week at the 
end of  each week. Check the website at 
www..edgarcountygenealogy.org to find the exact date when the 
library will reopen.    
  

 

 
Librarians: 
 
Linda Barrett 

Judy Cash 

Catherin  Entrican 

Monica Brunelle 

Joy Van Meter 

 

SHERIFFS OF EDGAR COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
    Date of Election or Term of Office 
William Reed   8 May 1823 – 3 Sep 1824 
S. B. (Stephen)  Shelledy  18 Feb  1826 – 2 Aug 1826 
William Whitley  14 Aug 1828 
Joseph Dunn    2 Aug 1830 – 6 Aug 1830 – 1 Aug 1834 
Robert M. Rhea  16 Oct 1837 – 17 Aug 1841   
James Gordon   Aug 1842 – 22 Aug 1844 
John Hunter   27 Aug 1846 
Robert Clark   17 Aug 1848 
James F. Whitley  20 Nov 1850 
James Gordon   29 Sep 1851 
Michael O’Hair  23 Nov 1852 
John C. Means  4 Nov 1854 
William M. Snyder  10 Nov 1858 
M. E. O’Hair   26 Nov 1860 
William S. O’Hair  21 Nov 1862 
John W. Sheets  18 Nov 1864 
Joseph H. Magner  13 Nov 1866 
H. M. Swisher   6 Nov 1868 
William S. O’Hair  1 Dec 1870 
Burt Holcomb  15 Nov 1872 – 2 Dec 1874  
Charles L. Holley  15 Nov 1876 – 2 Dec 1878 
James Stewart   Nov 1882 
J. H. Handley   Nov 1886 
R. S. Briscoe   Nov 1890 
M. F. Winn   1894 – 1897 
George F. Myers  Nov 1898 – 1899 
Watson A. Summers  Nov 1902 – 1907 
Howard M. Winn   1908 – 1913 
J. C. Epperson  1914 – 1915 
W. R. McCallister  1916 – 1918 
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Oda M. Sizemore  1918 – 1925 
Leo Sizemore   1926 
Oda M. Sizemore  1927-1928 
Roscoe Rives   1928 - 1930  
Oda M. Sizemore  1930 - 1934 
Roy R. Hess   1934 - 1938 
Ern Kile   1938 – 1942 
Allen A. Bell   1942 - 1946 
Allen Crable   1946 – 1950 
Allen A. Bell   1950 - 1954 
Clyde R. Garwood  1954 -1958 
H. Dean Bishop  1958 – 1962 
Clyde R. Garwood  1962 – 1966 
H. Dean Bishop  1966 – 1970 
Karl E. Farnham, Sr.  1970 – 1974 
Jack Hood   1974 – 1990 
Karl Farnham , Jr.  1990 – 2002 
Tim R. Crippes  2002 – 2010 
Edward Motley  2010 – 2014 
Jeffrey D. Wood  2014  - 2022  
 

BLACKHAWK WAR SOLDIERS OF EDGAR COUNTY 
In 1832, there was a call for volunteers to fight the Indians led by Chief Blackhawk returning to Illinois from Iowa.  
Three companies from Edgar County were formed.  These companies were led by Captain Isaac Sanford, Captain 
Robert Griffin, and Captain Jonathan Mayo.  In this issue the men of Captain Sanford’s company are listed.  
Others will be listed in future issues. The reference for this information is Record of the Services of Illinois Soldiers in the 
Black Hawk War (1831-32) and the Mexican War (1846-48), by Isaac H. Elliott, Journal Company, Printers and Bind-
ers, Springfield, ILL, 1902.  This book is available at the Edgar County Genealogy Library. 

BLACK HAWK WAR SOLDIERS 
CAPTAIN ISAAC SANFORD’S COMPANY 

1st  Regiment, 2nd Brigade of Illinois Mounted Volunteers, called into the service of  the United States, on the requisition of Gen. 
Atkinson, by the Governor’s proclamation, dated May 15, 1832.  This company was organized in Edgar County, May 10, 1832.  
Mustered out August 15, 1832, by order of Brig. Gen. Atkinson. 
 All listed residence as Edgar County.  All enrolled on June 19, 1832. 
NAME and RANK   REMARKS 
   Captain 
Isaac Sanford 
   First Lieutenant 
William Runyan 
   Second Lieutenant 
Aloysius Brown    Furloughed Aug. 4, 1832 
   Sergeants 
Thomas J. Buntain 
George G. Boord   Mare and equipage lost 
Charles Bodine 
Alfred VanHoutan   Furloughed Aug. 4, 1832; lost his hors 
   Corporals 
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John  D. Bozeith   July 21 1832,  ordered to Dixon’s Ferry 
John Smith    July 21 1832,  ordered to Dixon’s Ferry 
Wineson Robertson   July 21 1832,  ordered to Dixon’s Ferry 
James Cummings    Furloughed Aug. 4, 1832 
   Privates 
Allen, Harding C. 
Buntain, Andrew E.   July 21 1832,  ordered to Dixon’s Ferry 
Breeden, Fielder 
Bradshaw, Elias    July 21 1832,  ordered to Dixon’s Ferry 
Boord, Mezaldue H.   July 21 1832,  ordered to Dixon’s Ferry 
Cupps, George W.   July 21 1832,  ordered to Dixon’s Ferry 
Cowan, John 
Camp, Abisha    Mare lost, lamed, and rendered useless 
Cummings, John   Furloughed Aug. 4, 1832 
Davis, Abraham    Left sick at Fort Coscanang, July 10, 1832 
Drummond, Henry 
Davis, James     July 21 1832,  ordered to Dixon’s Ferry 
Ewing, James 
Edwards, Allemus   July 21 1832,  ordered to Dixon’s Ferry 
Ewing, George 
Furnish, Thomas    July 21 1832,  ordered to Dixon’s Ferry 
Foster, Arthur    Furloughed Aug. 4, 1832 
Foster, John    July 21 1832,  ordered to Dixon’s Ferry 
Fuller, John    July 21 1832,  ordered to Dixon’s Ferry 
Gillepey, James    July 21 1832,  ordered to Dixon’s Ferry 
Harding, George 
Hunter, Andrew    July 21 1832,  ordered to Dixon’s Ferry 
Hollingsworth, John   Lost one pistol, appraised at $3 
Hunsacker, Benjamin   Furloughed Aug. 9, 1832 
Hill, John 
Hawkins, James 
Hunter, Spencer R.   Sick 
Jourdan, Hartwell 
Kehoe, Young 
Knight, John 
Knight, Joseph 
Lowery, Jacob D. 
Lewis, William 
Martin, Chas K 
Murphy, W. C.    July 21 1832, ordered to Dixon’s Ferry 
McIntire, Lucius    Furloughed Aug. 4, 1832 
McCully, Henry 
Montgomery, Wm. 
Morrison, David 
Martain, John    Name omitted on original roll 
Macy, Samuel 
Nolle, Thomas    July 21 1832, ordered to Dixon’s Ferry 
Pownall, George C. 
Percell, James G.    Furloughed Aug. 4, 1932; lost horse and gun 
Percell, Edward 
Ray, Martain    Furloughed Aug., 1832 
Ray, Isaac    Furloughed Aug., 1832 
Ray, Jesse    July 21 1832, ordered to Dixon’s Ferry 
Ray, James    July 21 1832,  ordered to Dixon’s Ferry 
Ray, William    Left at Dixon’s Ferry June 25, 1832 
Ross, William    July 21 1832, ordered to Dixon’s Ferry 
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Reed, George    July 21 1832, ordered to Dixon’s Ferry 
Reed, William 
Ripple, Daniel 
Ripple, Michael 
Stump, Francis 
Taylor, Joseph 
Taylor, Gabril N. 
Terrill, John 
VanHoutan, Isaac 
VanHoutan, William 
Wilson, Larkin 
Wilson, Reason 
Note: The names are spelled as they are in the book.  Several names may be slightly misspelled.   
 

From The Paris Beacon, Edgar County, IL, Friday, January 8, 1886, page 8 
FERRELL  

Ed Coyle, of Farrington, was in our burg one day last week. 
Oscar Hickman, who as been visiting friends in Ohio, returned last Friday.   
Taylor Webster was in your city on business last Saturday. 
Ellis Mason, of Vermillion, was in our village Monday. 
Rosa Hinds was the guest of Paris friends Monday. 
Capt. H. M. Swisher was the guest of his father-in-law, James Elliott, last week. 
Clay Waller was visiting friends on the prairie during holidays. 
James Elliott and son, Asa, were in your city Monday.  
Willie Brown, of Amo, Ind., was the guest of his uncle, J. D.   
     Jordan, the first of the week. 
Lou Isham, C. L. Holley, and Aaron Hood were in Terre Haute  
     last week. 
Chauncey Ferrell, and sister, Susie, were the guests of Paris  
     relatives the latter part of last week. 
John Middaugh is trapping.  He will supply the market with fur. 
   Fur dealers will do well to get his trade, as he has caught one  
    mink in one week’s trapping.  
Kate Wikoff spent the latter part of last week in her brother,  
   David, in Terre Haute. 
Will Mapes  was in Indianapolis Wednesday, with a car-load of  
     hogs. 
Oscar Hickman and family will leave Wednesday for Arkansas,  
     where they will make their future home. 
Miss Mattie Holley, J. B. Kerrick, and daughter, Miss Mollie, 
     were in your city last week. 
Clova Fears was the guest of Cora Jordan, Sunday. 
H. K. Hitch was the recipient of a very nice present, valued at $15, 
      from H. Hulman, of Terre Haute, as a New Years gift. 
Died—the youngest child of Mr. and Mrs. Asa Elliott. 
J. Hussong and lady were the guests of their daughter, Mrs. Asa  
     Elliott last week. 
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From The Paris Daily Beacon, Paris, IL, Monday, July 18, 1898, page 1 
DISTRESSING ACCIDENT 

Harry Perisho, the Victim of a Distressing Accident 
   A distressing accident occurred at the Marley & Brown mill yard shortly after noon today.  Harry Perisho, a farmer residing on 
the Grandview road, southwest of the city, had driven in with a load of wheat and was attempting to turn around on the narrow 
level east of the mill.  He made a miscalculation and the wheels of the wagon slipped over the incline, which slopes abruptly away 
from the level.  The vehicle was not upset, but Mr. Perisho was thrown from his position on top of the load, falling a distance of 
possible eight or ten feet.  It was seen at once that he was unable to rise, and when the spectators went to his assistance they 
found him very seriously injured.  His right leg was broken at the thigh and again near the knee, the right arm also being fractured 
at the wrist.  There was also a severe contusion of the scalp and other bruises.  The extent of Mr. Perisho’s injuries is remarkable 
considering the simple character of the accident.  Had the wagon been overturned on him, such a result might have been ex-
pected, but the mishap was one, which in nine cases out of ten, would not have caused any damage beyond a few scratches. 
   The injured man was taken into the mill office and Dr. W. W. Wilson was summoned, applying temporary dressing to the inju-
ries.  Mr. Perisho was then taken to the home of his sister, Mrs. W. L. Hinds, on West Madison street, where he will remain for 
the time being.  He is about forty years of age and unmarried, being the son of Mrs. Mary Perisho, who lives south of Grandview. 
 Note:  Harry Perisho (1850-1928)  Buried at Augustus Cemetery, Grandview Township, Edgar County, Illinois. 

From The Paris Daily Beacon, Paris, IL, Wednesday, January 31, 1907, page 7 
DILLARD B.TUCKER DIES AT CHRISMAN 

Pioneer Citizen Who Came Here from Kentucky a Half Century Ago 
   The death of Dillard B. Tucker, a pioneer citizen of Edgar county, occurred Wednesday at his home in Chrisman.  The de-
ceased was born at Paris, Bourbon county, Ky,  December 5, 1840, being a little over sixty-six years of age.  He came to Illinois at 
the age of seventeen, settling in Edgar county, which has since been his home.  In 1859 he decided to try a mining venture in Colo-
rado, going by rail to Leavenworth, thence, by team, across the great plains to Pike’s peak.  After a few months, he returned and 
took up agricultural pursuits until the outbreak of the civil war, when he answered the first call for volunteers, enlisting in Co. A, 
Seventh Illinois Cavalry.  He served in all, four years and three months, making an excellent record as a soldier and participating in 
a number of important engagements.  
   Subsequent to the war, Mr. Tucker purchased a farm and the remainder of his life was devoted to that line of activity.  He was 
married December 31, 1865, to Miss Lovina Brothers of Edgar township, and to them were born two daughters, who survive.  
The mother died in 1882, and Mr. Tucker contracted a second marriage with Mrs. Mary Parks, who survives him, together with a 
son and two daughters.  Mrs. Elizabeth Roberts of this city is a sister of the deceased.  Mr. Tucker was a republican in politics 
and served acceptably in various public capacities.  He was identified with the Baptist church, since the age of eighteen and was a 
member of the G. A R. post at Chrisman.  Genial, obliging and courteous, he was liked by everyone and was a most worthy repre-
sentative of a most excellent ancestry.  Funeral services were conducted this morning at Chrisman, interment being made in the 
cemetery there.  

From the Paris Beacon       , Paris, IL, NOVEMBER 25, 1927, page 
DEATH SUMMONS SUDDEN FOR PARIS LEADER OF SOCIETY  

   Death came suddenly today to Mrs. Emmalyne Russell Hoenig, wife of Walter D. Hoenig, owner of the Jones Store, and 
one of the best-known society women of Paris.   
   Mrs. Hoenig was a guest at a luncheon in the Hotel Wolford given by Mrs. Caleb Stanfield of Paris and her daughter, Mrs. 
Irving Castle, of Ridgefarm, which was to be succeeded by a bridge party at which there were a hundred guests. 
   Following the luncheon, Mrs. Hoenig and a group of friends were talking in the lobby when she suddenly collapsed and fell to 
the floor.  While some of her friends sought to restore her to consciousness, other hurriedly summoned physicians.  Dr. Melvin 
Hole and Dr. H. F. Hooker responded promptly, but before they reached the hotel, Mrs. Hoenig had passed away.  The physi-
cians expressed the opinion that a blood clot on the brain caused death.  The body was taken to the office of the coroner for an 
investigation.   
   Mrs. Hoenig’s maiden name was Emmalyne Russell, and she was born in Paris.  The family later moved to Decatur.  She 
married Walter Hoenig, prominent businessman about twenty years ago. 
   She is survived by her husband, a brother, Dr. James Russell; and four sisters, Mrs. Alice Heiner, Mrs. Stella Durbin, Mrs. 
Nell Shulke and Mrs. Mary Collins, all of Decatur.   She was an active member of the St. Mary’s Catholic church.   
   Mr. Hoenig received word shortly after the collapse and hurried to Danville.  Miss Blanche Baber, who was a guest at the 
party, had just entered the lobby as Mrs. Hoenig fell, and assisted in the necessary details of the sad affair.  The announcement 
of Mrs. Hoenig’s untimely demise caused a profound shock throughout the entire community. 
Note: Emmalyne (1864-1927) was a great granddaughter of Aloysius Brown and Elizabeth Drury Brown, very early pioneers, who settled in the 
North Arm area of Edgar County. 
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From Paris Gazette, Paris, IL, Wednesday, November 30, 1881, page1  
OBITUARY 

The Reaper Death and his Harvest—Demise of Four old Citizens 
VANCE 

   Died in this city Thursday, Nov. 24, 1881, of paralysis, Mrs. Sarah Vance, widow of the late William B. Vance, 
aged 71 years, 8 months and 17 days. 
   Mrs. Vance was the third wife of Wm. B. Vance, who died in this city, Sept., 1875 at the age of 79 years and 45 
days.  Mrs. Vance was the mother of Joseph W., Wm K. and Wesley Vance.  She was married to W. B. Vance in 
1842, after which marriage she united with the Presbyterian Church, having been a member of the Methodist 
Church.  She was a faithful and devoted Christian mother, beloved by all who knew her.  A week or two before 
her death she was suddenly stricken with paralysis, depriving her of her speech, and rendering her entirely helpless.  
But she has passed beyond the shore of that Beautiful River into the light of perfect day. 
 

BOOTH 
   Died in Terre Haute, Monday, Nov. 21st, Lucius Booth aged 43 years.  
The friends of Lucius Booth, were surprised as well as pained, to learn of his death, which occurred in Terre 
Haute, on Monday of last week, Nov. 21st.  He had many friends in this city.  He was the brother of the late Walter 
Booth, of this city, and of Senator Booth of California.  He was the youngest son or Mr. & Mrs. Beebe Booth, 
who survives him and his brother, Walter.  Residing with his aged parents, he was a tender and loving son, watch-
ing over them in their advanced years.  Little expecting that he would be taken away before they had finished their 
days on earth.  It had been a half century, before death had broken the home circle of these aged parents, when 
the Reaper came, a few months ago and gathered the oldest son, Walter, to his last home—now followed by the 
youngest, Lucius, whose remains were brought to this city and laid to rest. 
 

WOODBRIDGE 
     Died in this city Monday, Nov. 28th, 1881, of paralysis, David A. Woodbridge, aged 72 years, 2 months, and 26 
days.   
   Mr. Woodbridge was born in New London, Conn., Sept 2, 1809.  During his early life he learned the trade of a 
shoemaker, and at the age of 21, started into life for himself and removed to Columbus, Ohio, where he engaged 
in mercantile life.  He was married to Miss Carrie J. Doane of Lancaster, O., July 16, 1839.  She died August 24, 
1840, leaving one child, Carrie(deceased).  After the death of his wife and child he traveled considerable, finally 
settling in this city and engaged in the mercantile business with Dodd & Co., continuing with them two years, 
when he engaged as clerk with Walter Booth, and became a partner after six years service.  In 1869 he sold out to 
Mr. Booth, and embarked, with Mr. W. H. Geohegan, in the planing mill and lumber business, in which he con-
tinued until 1874, since which time, he has been out of business.  He married for his second wife, Mrs. Mary K. 
Woodbridge, of this city, in April 1869.  While sitting in the chair last Saturday shaving himself, he fell over, from 
the effects of a paralytic stroke, lingering until Monday forenoon when he passed peacefully away to the land be-
yond. 
 

GILKEY 
   Wm. Osborn Gilkey, of Ross township died at the residence of Jonathan Gaines, in said township last Saturday. 
He was a native of Kentucky, being born six miles south of Mt. Sterling, the county seat of Montgomery county.  
His remains were taken to his old home for burial where he had, sometime ago, bought a lot in the Cemetery and 
purchased a monument for himself.  The writer of this has known him since his early boyhood, and can attest to 
his many social virtues.  He was a bachelor, well known for many years in this county as a most excellent and esti-
mable citizen. 
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Vol. VIII 1911 - 1914 $28ppd 

 

These publications can be ordered from the 

Edgar County Genealogical Society at PO 

Box 304, Paris, IL 61944. For a complete 

listing of our publications send #10 self-

addressed envelope to same address or visit 

our website at 

www.edgarcountygenealogy.org. 
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