
    It is with a great deal of mixed emo-

tions that I report the retirement of A. 

Joyce Brown, Edgar County Genealogi-

cal Society board member and Edgar 

County Genealogy Library’s longtime 

librarian and current Co-director. We 

wish Joyce the best as she retires and 

has more time to spend with her family 

but also realize with sadness the great 

hole that will be left when she is gone.  

    Joyce has been a staple of both organi-

zations for many years and has helped 

countless hundreds, even thousands of 

researchers that have come through the 

doors of the Library looking for that one 

piece of information that will lead them 

to the next generation.  

    Not only has she been a valuable 

source of information at the Library, she 

has also helped many, many more folks 

through the years from her personal re-

search.     Joyce has held many offices at 

the local and state level. She has assisted 

researchers from around the world in lo-

cating their local ancestors. 

        She will be missed by all who have 

had contact with her over the years. 

    If you see her, be sure to say “Thank 

You” for her endless contribution to the 

genealogical community. 

 

Good Luck Joyce 

and 

Thank You for your contribution 

to the genealogical world! 

All events in the Historical Annex at 7 p.m. unless otherwise noted 

Meetings are open to everyone interested in family history. 

 

Monday, September 21st, 2015  NOTE THE DATE CHANGE 

    Program to be announced 

 

Check our Facebook page anytime for the latest updates! 

Best Wishes to Joyce Brown! 
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The Edgar County Genealogy Library  

is in desperate need of volunteers 

due to retirement, illness and vacations 

Our library staff is running on a skeleton crew. 

If you are interested in helping, even for a short time, 

 please contact 217-463-4209. 



Membership: 

Individual $20 annually 

Single Life $150 

Annual Year: July 1 - June 30 

 

Newsletter published: 

August, November, 

February & May 

   

Each membership receives 

one volume (four issues) of 

the Newsletter annually.  

Fees received after March 1st 

will be applied to the coming 

year, unless you state other-

wise on membership applica-

tion. 

 

 

 

 

 

Meetings: 

The Society presents four 

programs yearly, including 

the Annual Business Meeting 

in June. Those are announced 

in the Newsletter, the Paris, 

IL Beacon News, on our 

website and Facebook pages. 

 

Queries:  

Each member is entitled to at 

least one query published 

annually in the Newsletter, 

more as space permits.  

Non-Members are charged 

$2 per query. 

Please limit each query to 10 

typed lines, including your 

name and address. A query 

should provide at least 3 

items: name(s), date(s) and 

location(s). 

 

Address Changes: 

If your address is changing for 

any reason (moving or 911 ad-

dress change) ECGS must be 

notified. We ARE NOT respon-

sible for lost copies of the 

Newsletter. Replacement cost is 

$3 per issue if you joined after 

July 2015, you will have to pay 

$1.50 extra to receive the past 

Newsletters. If you joined after 

October 2015, you will need to 

add $2.00 extra. And if you 

joined after January 2016, you 

will need to add $2.75 extra to 

your annual dues. All past 

Newsletters must be mailed 

separately. 

 

ILLINOIS STATE 

  Genealogical Society 

  #361R27 

Founded in 1984 

Society Information 

The Society 

welcomes Ancestor 

Charts from ECGS 

members for 

publication. Charts 

must be typed or 

clearly printed on 8 

1/2” X 11” paper. 

A letter, signed and 

dated by the 

submitter must be 

included with the 

charts, giving 

permission to 

ECGS to publish 

the charts in the 

next available 

Newsletter issue. 

    After publication 

all charts will be 

places in the files of 

the Genealogy 

Library for 

reference by other 

family researchers. 

Please be sure to 

include your name, 

address (snail and 

email) and current 

date on each chart. 
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Society Officers 2015-16 

President 

     Sharlynn Kraemer 

Vice President 

     Jenny Barkley 

Program Chair 

 

Secretary 

     Teresa Pennington 

Treasurer  

     David Neal 

Newsletter Editor 

     Debbie Wilson 

Director (1st year/3 yr term) 

     Phyllis Sutton 

Webmaster  

     Teresa Pennington 

Edythe Stephens Family History Award 

    At the June annual meeting of the Edgar County Genealogical Society, the Edythe 

Stephens Family History Award was presented to Ned Jenison and Beacon-News pub-

lisher Beth Durreman. Their recent microfilm gift closed the “Black Hole” between 

the years of 1955-1987. What a great addition to the Edgar County community and 

those researching their Edgar County ancestors! Thank you Paris Beacon! 

    The Edythe Stephens Family History Award was established in 1991 by former 

member John Gibson. This award is given every year in honor of DAR member and 

historian Edythe Stephens when she retired and moved to Florida. It is presented to a 

person or organization that has made a significant contribution to the genealogy com-

munity such as this years recipients Ned Jenison and Beth Durreman of the Beacon-

News.  

    By giving the award, the Society also hopes to promote area interest in genealogy 

research and educate the community about the history of our county. 



Edgar County Genealogy Library News 

 

    The Edgar County Genealogy Library was started in October 1988 at the 

present location!  If you have not heard, I thought I would let everyone know 

that A. Joyce Brown has retired from the Edgar County Genealogy Library, af-

ter 27 years.  It is a very big loss for the Library, but we all have to decide 

when we want to step back and do other things.   The Library Board says 

Thank You Joyce!   

     

    Sorry to report that Fred Delap has not been in the Library since the first 

part of July, he is having some health issues.  We all wish him a speedy re-

covery. 

     

    The Library is looking for volunteers who might like to come in and help out.  

You might say you do not know enough, but you will find out you know more 

than you think.  We have a good time helping the patrons and the other Li-

brary volunteers are just a telephone call away, and willing to help. 

 

    The library shelves continue to fill up with each new book we add, some 

material have been moved.  So if you come in to work, just ask we will try to 

help you find the book / material you need. 

     

    We are having more people in looking for information for an article, for the 

local news-papers.  I have no problem with sharing information, but when you 

using another person’s work, whether copyrighted or not, you should give 

credit where credit is due.   

 

Linda Cary – Director ECGL  

 
The Genealogy Library is thinking of having a Workshop in September or 
October on a Monday, Tuesday or Saturday from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., after 
the kids go back to school.  If you would be interested, let us know by 
calling the Library at 217-463-4209, on a Wed., Thur., or Friday.   Also if 
you are having trouble or seem to have hit a dead end with something, 
let us know, we will be more than happy to try and help, if we can. 
 
Reminder the Genealogy Library will not be open on September 25

th
, this 

will be the Historical Society ‘Walk thru History’, for the area 4
th

 grade 
children. 
 

Edgar County Genealogy Library 

408 N Main 
Paris, IL 61944-1549 
 
217-463-4209 
 
Hours: 
Wednesday,  
Thursday & Friday 
  9 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
 
1st & 3rd Saturdays 
    9 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
 
 
Closed all holidays 
 
Call for appoint-
ments during off 
hours or during 
inclement weather 

Librarians: 

Linda Cary 

Fred Delap 

Norm Carroll 

Linda Barrett 

Jenny Barkley 

Phyllis Sutton 

Judy Cash 
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Family History Month 

   October is Family History Month. How are you going to celebrate? Now is the time to prepare for those 

family gatherings many of you have on Labor Day. Here are a few things I did before a recent reunion that 

made a difference in my research. 

 

 1. Organize your information.  

 If you haven’t organized your research, now is the time to start! Get out the information on the family 

you will be gathering with for the holiday, reunion or cookout. Start with the oldest relative and work your 

way forward. Separate the families by siblings, etc. It is not as overwhelming to a non-genealogist if they can 

look for a specific individual and see what information you have. 

 

 2. Figure out what information you have and what you are missing. 

 Make a spreadsheet listing all your ancestors in row in a particular family. Include things like proof 

of birth, marriage, death; list each census year; photos (individual, families, cemetery) in columns. As you 

find birth records, census records, etc. check the items off on the spreadsheet. This will save you time re-

searching and show what information you need to concentrate on finding.  

 

 3. Talk to your family! 

 Even if your family members are not interested in genealogy research, you can gain valuable infor-

mation from them just by talking to them. Start with something simple like “What the funniest thing you re-

member about Grandpa?”, or “Does anyone know what happened to Grandma’s rolling pin?”. My family 

had a reunion recently and there were a lot of conflicts, so our crowd was pretty small. But, after lunch was 

cleaned up, everyone sat down and just started telling stories. It was a wonderful time!  

 

 4. Print a descendent chart. 

 On a whim, I printed a descendent chart and hung on the wall for our family reunion.  I took some 

stickers for everyone that was there to put on their names. I really didn’t think too many would be interested 

but everyone jumped up, found their names and put stickers on. It was amazing to see them walking down 

the line, reminiscing about people they hadn’t seen of years, hearing “Well, I didn’t know we were related to 

them!”, or even “Boy, the stories I could tell about Cousin Bob!”. I saved the chart and will put it up again 

next year and we will put more stickers on, tell more stories and hear about crazy Uncle Marvin! 

 

 5. Don’t wait. 

 We all have those people we wished we had talked to sooner. “I wanted to ask Aunt Betty about 

______ and now it’s too late!” You heard this so often at the funeral home as we pay our respects to Aunt 

Betty. Don’t wait to talk to your relatives, you never know when it will be too late. I have recently made con-

tact with a 94 year old cousin and am very glad I did. Not only have I learned a lot about my grandparents I 

didn’t know before, I have made a very dear friend!  

 

 As you celebrate with your family over the next several months, enjoy your time together and re-

member they won’t be around forever. Talk to them while you can. 
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    The following information is from the family group sheet of William Wood. This, and much more informa-

tion is now located in the files of the Edgar County Genealogy Library. 

 

William Wood- B: July 1787, Maryland 

    Married: Elizabeth Houston March 23, 1814 Kentucky 

    D: 1841, Edgar Co., Ill. (proven by will) 

 

Elizabeth Houston - B: Oct. 2, 1787, Worchester Co., Maryland 

           Father: Levi Houston (Revolutionary Soldier) 

           Mother: Dolly Schoolfield 

 

Children of William and Elizabeth Houston Wood: 

Arthur Wood- B: Jan 17, 1815, Bracken, Kent. 

Absolom Wood - B: July 13, 1817, Bracken, Kent.  

      M: Eliza J. P. Holmes 4-15-1840 she was born in Highland, Ohio 

      Children: America Wood B: 1841; Smith H Wood B: 1843  D: Nov 30, 1907; Missouri 

        Wood B: 1846; Viola Wood B: 1849 - all born in Edgar Co, IL 

George Wood - B: Dec 20, 1818 

               M: Abagail C. Holmes 1-25-1843 she was born in Highland, Ohio 

    Children: Josephine Wood B: 1845; Elizabeth Wood B: 1847; Terissa Wood B: Feb 1850 -  

   all born in Edgar Co, Il 

Sally Ann Wood - B: June 13, 1820 

Margaret Wood - B: Sept 24, 1821 

      M: John R. Partridge 2-13-1840 

Catherine Wood - B: 1822 

Dolly H Wood - B: 1823 

Louisa Wood - B: March 22, 1824 

  M: Anderson Ward 12-30-1869 

John Wood - B: Jan 9, 1826 

Elizabeth Wood - B: Jan 31, 1827 

      M: Silas Runyan (Runion) 1-24-1847 

Amanda Wood - B: Nov 12, 1828 

     M: #1 Joseph Holmes 15 Sept 1846 

          #2 Samuel Remley  

     D: Dec. 27, 1889 

Delilah Wood - B: July 16, 1832, Edgar Co, Ill 

   M: William Adams Dec. 30, 1853 

   D: 1906 

Matilda Wood - B: May 6, 1834 Edgar Co, Ill 

    M: Shepherd E Smith 3-2-1854 

William J. Wood B: March 1, 1837 Edgar Co, Ill 

 

There is much more included in the file at the ECGL, including the last will & testament of Abraham Wood, 

believed to be the father of the subject of this article. 

Wood Family Records 
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    The following records come from a large family file at the Edgar County Genealogy Library that contains infor-

mation including birth & death certificates, photos, military records, marriages records and much more! Contact 

the Library for more information. 

 

Thomas Jefferson Buntain Family 

Thomas Jefferson Buntain married Sarah Gist - Aug. 21, 1824 on record in Franklin County, Ky 

    Thomas died Nov. 13, 1873, 62 years old, buried Edgar Cemetery, Paris, Ill. 

    Children: 

       1. William (probably died around 1871) married Liza Bradley (who probably died around 1865). 

           Liza was the daughter of Andy & Minerva Stratton Bradley. Minerva was a daughter of John Stratton. 

           Stratton came to Hunter Twp. Edgar Co. Ill in the spring of 1817. His daughter Charlotte was the first  

           white child born in Edgar Co. Another son of Andy and Minerva Bradley was John Bradley married Susie  

           Newell and lived in Charles City, Iowa. They had 2 sons, Teddy died when small and Dr. Ned lived in  

           Neb. John  William Buntain lived in this home for some time. 

                Children: Allie Buntain* 

                               Charles Douglas Buntain** 

                               Alexander Clayton Buntain*** 

                               John William Buntain**** 

       2. Margaret Buntain - died June, 1871 buried Edgar Cemetery, Paris, Ill. 

           Married Myron T. Boland June 1827. 

           Myron was born September 10, 1825 and died 1890 at age 66. Buried Edgar Cemetery. 

               He married 2nd Mary E Clark Baber. They had no children. 

           Children of Margaret and Myron: William J. Boland; Augustin E. Boland; Sarah J. Boland; John T. 

                Boland who married Katherine Risser; Clarrie R. Boland; Charles L. Boland and Franklin Boland. 

       3. Joe Buntain - died in service at Nashville, Tenn. Dec. 2, 1864 

       4. John Buntain - 21st. Inftry., Co. F. Killed at Iuka, Miss. Aug. 21, 1862 

       5. Smith Buntain - had one son Clay, who died near Kankakee, Ill. Clay had one son in Chicago, Ill. 

       6. Sarah Buntain - died in 1884 and buried in Edgar Cemetery, Paris, Ill. 

 

Thomas Jefferson Buntain married 2nd Sarilda Stratton - daughter of John Stratton, died 1873 buried Edgar 

Cemetery. 

    Children: 

       1. Tom Buntain 

       2. Victoria Buntain - died 1868 buried in Edgar Cemetery. 

       3. Angie Buntain - school teacher 

       4. Flora Buntain 

       5. Jim Buntain 

       6. Fletch Buntain 

 

Allie Buntain* married William Lackey 
    Children: Claude? and another son 

 

Buntain Family  

Editors Note 

 

Every effort is made to provide accurate information as it is listed. All abbreviations, misspellings, etc. are printed as they are in 

the records themselves. Many of the records are fading and are very hard to read and the handwriting of the period can be a chal-

lenge also. All records printed in the newsletter are always on file at the Edgar County Genealogy Library, and you are encour-

aged to examine the records in person. Many of the files contain much more information than is in the newsletter, so if you are 

interested in any of the family information, you are encouraged to visit or contact the Library for additional information. Any 

differences from the records themselves and the printed information is an error on the editors part and is no way intentional. 



Charles Douglas Buntain**   B: Aug. 25, 1855  D: Dec. 8, 1903 

    Married Sarah Ann Konkel  B: Aug 8, 1865  D: Dec. 14, 1942 

    Children: 

       1. Harry Leroy Buntain B: Dec 23. 1884  D: June 25, 1963 

           married Glenna Susan James  B: Sept. 5, 1886  D: March 22, 1917 

       2. Nora Bell Buntain  B: June 24, 1886  D: Feb. 28, 1962  (nickname Node) 

           married Fred Fields B: March 1883  D: Dec. 5, 1953 

       3. William Orvile Buntain B: March 1, 1889 

            married July 13, 1911 Beulah Clara Trodgon B: Dec. 6, 1899 

       4. Charles Earl Buntain  B: June 8, 1895  D: Sept. 8, 1923 

       5. Byron Dewey Buntain  B: Sept. 8, 1898 

           married Apr. 12, 1922 Violette M. Swafford  B: March 5, 1899 

       6. Gladys Marie Buntain B: March 14, 1900  D:Nov 30, 1951 

           married March 23, 1921 Farris James Cirtin  B: March 2, 1899  D: Nov. 31, 1951 

       7. Nida Beatrice Buntain B: Aug. 25, 1903 

           married Nov. 9, 1927 Leo McDaniel  B: April 1 [ ] 

***Alexander Clayton Buntain B: March 6, 1857 D: May 23, 1929 

      Married 1883 Elnora Murphy  B: June 1, 1867  D: May 21, 1924 

      Children: 

       1. Infant died June 1884 

       2. Infant died September 1885 

       3. Leroy Otis Buntain B: Aug. 22, 1886  D: June 1, 1908 

       4. Lille Ann Buntain  B: July 19, 1889  D: August 17, 1959 

           married  July 5, 1911 Roscoe Conklin  B: June 5, 1889  D: Nov. 23, 1962 

       5. Edna Mae Buntain  B: Oct 4, 1893 

           married Aug. 15, 1914 Edward Funston New 

       6. Eunice Faith Buntain  B: March 13, 1989  D: May 10, 1916 

       7. Alice Catherine Buntain  B: May 3, 1906 

           married July 7, 1928 John Stanton Bonwell  B: March. 4, 1908 

       8. Stanley Kale Buntain  B:Dec. 17, 1910  D: Nov. 9, 1960 

           married Vera Lucille Gumm 

****John William Buntain B: Oct 27, 1960  D: Nov. 4, 1934 (The information lists 1960 believe should be 1860) 

       Married Rosetta Konkle  B: Aug. 11, 1870  D: Jan. 3, 1957 

       Children: 

       1. Albert Archie (Birt) Buntain B: Sept 3, 1886 

           married Jan. 28, 1914  Cora May Hess B: Apr. 8, 1892  D: July 17, 1946 

       2. Winnie Edith Buntain B: Feb. 23, 1888  D: Aug. 1888 

       3. Knela Edward (Neil) Buntain  B: March 27, 1889  D: Nov. 3, 1965 

           married Sept. 16, 1916 Lela Myrtle Hess  B: Jan. 23, 1894 

        4. Florence Cecile Buntain  B: Dec. 25, 1891  

            married April 30, 1918 Moss Ray Carmichael  B: July 28, 1895 

        5. Clyde Emmitt Buntain  B: Dec. 23, 1895  married May 23, 1920 Laura Ellen Pennington B: Jan. 1, 1903 

        6. Pearl (Bud) Buntain B: Jan 8, 1899 married Dec. 4, 1926 Marie Wilhoit B: Jun 17, 1897  D: May 21, 1965 

        7. Olive Ethel Buntain B: Jan. 23, 1903  D: Feb. 14, 1923 

        8. Liza Mabel Buntain  B: May 12, 1907 
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Paris Beacon-News, November 13, 1971 

    Funeral services for Mrs. Leota Freeman, 75, Kansas, who died at the Paris Hospital Friday, will be held at 

the Sutton and Son Funeral Home at Kansas with the Rev. Dean Speece officiating. Burial will be at the Fair-

view Cemetery. Friends may call at the funeral home from 3 to 9 p.m. Sunday, where they family will be pre-

sent from 7 to 8 p.m. 

    Mrs. Freeman was a member of the Christian Church, the Order of Eastern Star in Kansas, the White 

Shrine of Casey, the Country Club of Kansas, the Coles County Home Bureau, the Past Matrons Club and the 

BiWeekly Club. 

    She was born July 28, 1896, in Edgar County, the daughter of Elmer and Emma Bowman Simpson. She 

was married in 1915 to Hillery Freeman, who survives with a brother, Lloyd Simpson of Kansas; two sisters, 

Mrs. Anna Hutchins and Mrs. Ruth Cline of Kansas; a nephew, Benny Redman, R. R. , Paris. 

 

    Huber Pinnell, 83, formerly of Kansas, died at 1:20 p.m. Friday at the Hilltop Nursing Home at Charleston. 

He was a resident of Fort Myers, Fla. 

    Funeral services will be at Sutton and Son Funeral Home at Kansas at 1:30 p.m. Sunday, with the Rev. Dean 

Speece officiating. Burial will be at the Pleasant Hill Cemetery. Friends may call at the funeral home from 7 to 

9 p.m. today. 

    Mr. Pinnell was born July 2, 1888, in Edgar County, the son of Willis and Anna Huber Pinnell. He was 

preceded in death by his wife. Surviving are a brother, Ray of Kansas; a niece, Mrs. Wilber Woods of Paris; 

and two nephews, Max Pinnell of Kansas and Verlin Pinnell of Ashmore. Mr. Pinnell was a member of the 

Pleasant Hill Christian Church and the Kansas Masonic Lodge. 

   

    Steve McClure, 16, died of natural causes at the family residence in District Heights, Md., Friday morning. 

Funeral services will be announced from the Blume-Stewart-Carroll Funeral Home.  

    He was born Oct. 4, 1955, at Pensacola, Fla., and is survived by his mother, Mrs. Dorothy Tutt McClure; a 

grandmother, Mrs. Marie Fox of Paris; two brothers, Jerry and David, and a sister, Patricia, all at home.  

 

    Robert Martin, 305 West Madison, has received word of the death of his father, Raymond Martin, who 

died Thursday in Miami, Fla. 

    Mr. Martin lived in Roanoke, Va., but was working in Miami at the time of his death. Survivors in addition 

to his son include his wife Louise in Roanoke; two daughters, Mrs. Jane Gilman and Mrs. Judy Rankins of 

Clinton, Ind.; a son, Danny, of Roanoke; a stepson, Ronald Bryant of Roanoke; his mother, Mrs. Nellie Mar-

tin of Clinton; five brothers, Frank, Johnie, James, Clyde, all of Clinton and Cecil of Orlando, Fla.; two sisters, 

Mrs. Hazel Cox of Clinton and Mrs. Rose Galbret of Hobart, Ind.; 13 grandchildren, and one great grand-

child. Mr. and Mrs. Robert Martin, Mrs. Gilman and Mrs. Rankin will attend services at 2 p.m. Monday at 

the Lotz Funeral Home in Roanoke, Va. 

 

Gleanings from local newspapers 
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Paris Beacon-News, November 13, 1971 (con’t) 

    Funeral services for Mrs. Arlo Vice, 25, who died suddenly Saturday morning at the Vice home, Paris R. 

R. 7, northwest of Paris, were conducted at 2 o’clock this afternoon from the home. Burial was at the Embar-

rass Cemetery. 

    At an in inquest conducted Sunday morning at the Blume funeral home on East Wood Street by Dr. W. S. 

Jones of Redmon, Edgar county corner, the jury investigating the case returned a verdict of death as the result 

of a cerebral hemorrhage. 

    Mrs. Vice is survived by her husband, four children, her father, Sam Peters of Paris and several brothers 

and sisters. 
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PO Box 304 

Paris, IL 61944-0304 

Edgar County 

Genealogical Society 

Phone: 217-463-4209 

Email: 

ecgl@edgarcountygenealogy.org  
website: 

www.edgarcountygenealogy.org 

Facebook: 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Ed

gar-County-Genealogy-

Publications for Sale 

Check us out on 

Facebook! 

Cook Funeral Home 

(three books in one volume) 

Vol. I  Jul 1892-Mar 1897 

Vol. II Mar 1897-Dec 1902 

Vol. III Oct 1918-Dec 1928 

$19 postage paid 

 

 

 

Paris, IL Illustrated  

& Descriptive 1908 

44 pages 

138 photos 

$22.50 postage paid 

 

 

 

 

Edgar County, IL Marriages: 

Vol. I 1823 - 1859 $29ppd 

Vol. II 1860 - 1877 $24ppd 

Vol. III 1878 - 1886 $26ppd 

Vol. IV 1887 - 1893 $26ppd 

Vol. V 1894 - 1900 $26ppd 

Vol. VI 1901 - 1906 $28ppd 

Vol. VII 1907 - 1910 $30ppd 

Vol. VIII 1911 - 1914 $28ppd 

 

These publications can be ordered from the 

Edgar County Genealogical Society at PO 

Box 304, Paris, IL 61944. For a complete 

listing of our publications send #10 self-

addressed envelope to same address or visit 

our website at 

www.edgarcountygenealogy.org. 
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